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federal government.
The Broadcasting Act states that the CBC «shall, in the pursuit of its objects and inthe exercise of its powers;
enjoy freedom of expression and journalistic, creative and programming independence”.
As you know: this statement places theCcBCon?a par with its counterparts in other free and democratic countries.
Ttis what makes the CcBCa public proadcaster = as opposed to astate proadcaster: independence from governmentai
interference is the key distinction petween the two ~ throughout the world.
Bill C-60 proposes to amend the Financiai Admimstration Actto permit the government to set the mandate for
and audit CBC’s collective bargaining as well as give the governmen aveto over CBC’s collective agreements.
This means that the government would become the effective employer of CBC’s personnei, including its journalists,
producers and story editors.
Such powers would intrude into the CBC’s independence weiibeyond its empioyees’ compensation. Conditions of
work are ant integral part of CBC’s collective agreements with its yarious employee groups- Such conditions currently
rovide as gurance of th integrity of CBC asan independent national public proadcaster, as required under the
Broadcasting Act.
For example, conditions of work in CBC’s collective agreements ensure that:
« Journalists cannot be puiied off « Journalists do nothave o fear « producers cannot be removed from
assignments without good reason. retribution; including 10ss O a program ithout justiﬁcation,
empioyment, as aresult of reporting and they have the right to refuse to
. CBCis required t0 protect the the news. produce & program if they do not
authority of producers over the agree with its content oF form
content, form and budget of a program
‘Were Bill C-60 {o pass without amendment, any government could change such provisions in its own interest
at great cost to Canadian democracy-
The federal government already has more than ample influence over CBC through appointment of its CEO
and Board of Directors, and the allocation of its federal grant.
We therefore urge 1m the strongest terms that Bill C-60 be amended
to remove o]l references to the CBC.
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